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RBS and RUS, USDA § 4280.105 

Qualified party. An entity possessing 
the knowledge, expertise, and experi-
ence to perform a specific task. 

Renewable energy. Energy derived 
from a wind, solar, biomass, or geo-
thermal source; or hydrogen derived 
from biomass or water using wind, 
solar, biomass, or geothermal energy 
sources. 

Renewable energy system. A system 
that produces or produces and delivers 
usable energy from a renewable energy 
source. 

Rural. Any area other than a city or 
town that has a population of greater 
than 50,000 inhabitants and the urban-
ized area contiguous and adjacent to 
such a city or town according to the 
latest decennial census of the United 
States. 

Simplified application. An application 
that conforms to the criteria and pro-
cedures specified in § 4280.109. 

Small business. An entity is consid-
ered a small business in accordance 
with the Small Business Administra-
tion’s (SBA) small business size stand-
ards by the North American Industry 
Classification System (NAICS) found in 
Title 13 CFR part 121. A private entity, 
including a sole proprietorship, part-
nership, corporation, cooperative (in-
cluding a cooperative qualified under 
section 501(c)(12) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code), and an electric utility, in-
cluding a Tribal or governmental elec-
tric utility, that provides service to 
rural consumers on a cost-of-service 
basis without support from public 
funds or subsidy from the Government 
authority establishing the district, 
provided such utilities meet SBA’s def-
inition of small business. These enti-
ties must operate independent of direct 
Government control. With the excep-
tion of the entities described above, all 
other non-profit entities are excluded. 

Small solar, electric. Small solar elec-
tric projects are those for which the 
rated power of the system is 10kW or 
smaller. Small solar electric projects 
are either stand-alone (off grid) or 
interconnected to the grid at less than 
600 volts (on grid). 

Small solar, thermal. Small solar ther-
mal projects are those for which the 
rated storage volume of the system is 
240 gallons or smaller or that have a 

collector area of 1,000 square feet or 
less. 

Small wind system. Wind energy sys-
tem for which the rated power of the 
wind turbine is 100kW or smaller and 
with a generator hub height of 120 feet 
or less. A small wind system is either 
stand-alone or connected to the local 
electrical system at less than 600 volts. 

Spreadsheet. A table containing data 
from a series of financial statements of 
a business over a period of time. Finan-
cial statement analysis normally con-
tains spreadsheets for balance sheets 
and income statements and may in-
clude cashflow statement data and 
commonly used ratios. The spread-
sheets enable a reviewer to easily scan 
the data, spot trends, and make com-
parisons. 

State. Any of the 50 States, the Com-
monwealth of Puerto Rico, the District 
of Columbia, the Virgin Islands of the 
United States, Guam, American 
Samoa, the Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands, the Repub-
lic of Palau, the Federated States of 
Micronesia, and the Republic of the 
Marshall Islands. 

Total project cost. The sum of all costs 
associated with a completed project. 

Used equipment. Any equipment that 
has been used in any previous applica-
tion and is provided in an ‘‘as is’’ con-
dition. 

Very small business. A business with 
fewer than 15 employees and less than 
$1 million in annual receipts. 

§ 4280.104 Exception authority. 
The Administrator may, on a case- 

by-case basis, make an exception to 
any requirement or provision of this 
subpart that is not inconsistent with 
any authorizing statute or applicable 
law, if the Administrator determines 
that application of the requirement or 
provision would adversely affect the 
USDA’s interest. 

§ 4280.105 Appeals. 
Only the grantee, borrower, lender, 

or holder can appeal an Agency deci-
sion made under this subpart. In cases 
where the Agency has denied or re-
duced the amount of final loss payment 
to the lender, the adverse decision may 
be appealed by the lender only. An ad-
verse decision that only impacts the 
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